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(57) Abstract 

PURPOSE: To retrieve a similar picture without giving a 
burden to the user of a picture by allowing a user to 
write a memorandum relating to a picture content onto a 
picture on a CRT screen, extracting a retrieval key from 
the memorandum so as to retrieve the picture whose 
picture contents are similar. 

CONSTITUTION: An engineer designates a line name, a 
rot number or a wafer or the like to retrieve a picture 
being an object of analysis and displays it on a display 
device 2. A defect producing part on the screen is 
surrounded by a frame by means of a track ball 3 to give 
a memorandum such as 'presence of Si deposition on 
p + layer 1 from a keyboard 4.- A translation section 101 
extracts 'p + layer 1 and 'Si deposition' which are words 
registered in a dictionary 5 from the memorandum, and 
registers them in a file 6 as a retrieval key. In 
designating the retrieval of the picture, a retrieval 
section 102 retrieves a picture based on the retrieval 
key. The original picture is reduced to display (2) 
plural pictures. The picture is selected from it and the 
selected picture and an analysis report are displayed (2). 




